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B Mlichael Champagne, an inspiring advocate for

Mlyouth and central organizer of Winnipeg’s Aborig-

inal Youth Opportunities! (AYO!), a grass-roots movement that
exists to counter the effects of gang activity in the North End,
speaks extensively on the concept of labeling. He challenges
citizens to examine pejorative labels in order to reclaim youth from under them. He talks proudly
about his own labels: Cree, Shamattawa, child in care, North End, and says he sees hope, even
when other people might assume bleakness and label him: hopeless, no good, probable gangster.
Darlene MacDonald, Manitoba’s Children’s Advocate asks service providers to remember that act-
ing out behaviour of youth involved with child welfare often can be linked to earlier trauma the
child has survived. Responsibility lies with the service provider to build positive rapport with
young clients, even with the most challenging youth.

“Sheila Clark (2002) suggests, “widely held views and popular notions about adolescents are

generally negative in nature.”! The author suggests that the optimism of youth should be valued
and acknowledged as a way to encourage its growth. At a minimum, Clark notes that profession-
als who work with youth should challenge themselves to closely examine the labels they ascribe

to young people, and recognize that NEGATIVE BIAS IS A CONTRIBUTING
FACTOR IN YOUTH ANT|SOC|AL BEHAV]OURS.
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i n her article, Dismantling Stereotypes About Adolescents: The Power of Positive Images,
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Service providers are in a position to be able to advocate

for more effective prevention strategies for youth. in the
When advocating for changes to service delivery it is deVe[O/’meﬂt Oft/le”i’c
important to remember that: treatment plans
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~EECEARCH SHOWS THAT... one of the many reasons people become
gang involved is that it can offer income to support an individual and their
family, especially in communities where poverty is a central concern.
“Gang related activities offer employment and a good income; we cannot
reduce gang violence without replacing the lost income and jobs which
gangs provide to members. Quality
programs include those that confront
low educational attainment, unemploy-
ent, poverty, unstable and crowded
ousing conditions, high residential

mobility and substance abuse.”* _'
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