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ang mvoIvement for young people and their am|I|es can-

not be separated from the issues of poverty, addiction,
mental health, lack of resources, access to quality education,
family violence and a whole lot of other issues. Here are some
reasons why people might join a gang and the realities that
come with it.

MONEY

«  We all need money to live! And it’s sweet
to have money to buy things we want. Research shows that
one of the many reasons people accept gang involvement in
their lives is that it can offer income to support an individual and their family, especially in communities where
poverty is a big concern. BUT being a gangster may only go so far in terms of getting cash. When you’re making
money illegally for yourself or other gang members, the money is hard to hang on to ... at least if you're flipping
burgers you won’t have to get violent or have your life threatened to get paid.

» ‘ It feels good to have a crew that you can call your

farﬁily%nd who have your'back. And it’s important to have friends that you can be yourself around.

Research says, “gang involvement can offer an individual many other perceived benefits, including: social accep-
tance, emotional support ... and a sense of ethnic identity outside of the family.”lkB“ufT because of the violence and
rivalry involved in gangs, people you thought would protect you may turn out to be the ones that hurt you.

Local community builder, IS there another way t0 get what you need?
APOUAET PUARMD AR Hopefully there is! It’s understandable that being part of a

M‘ECHAEL CHAMP‘AGNE SV 1D S gang can be appealing but what is it worth? The reality is

that violence is an inevitable result of being in a gang and

can lead some dangerous situations, including time in prison,
death, or the people you love getting hurt.
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No matter what your story is ... @0tk V€ §oB poUser! You don't need to be rich and famous to
have power. It’s true that other people around you and especially adults and the government have power to
make decisions that affect you but this does not take away from the power that you possess within yourself

to make positive changes for yourself.
You have the power to “"m‘”m
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Power to be a ME"TO! — We all need someone to look up to and some- m
one to look out for us. Look around your community, your neighborhood or your

street. Are there young kids hanging around looking for things to do or a place to m@m m
belong? Chances are these younger kids look up to and are watching what you're

doing. So the question is: hHOW dO yOu want them to see you? YOU/ KNOW/MYS NAME .
By using your power to change your life & making positive choices you are also

impacting the lives of younger kids around you.

Being a positive mentor to a younger person in your community might sound weird
but being a mentor is really about being a role model and a friend to some-
one. You can share your experience with younger kids & help build a strong and
healthy community in your area.
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