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What’s In a Gang?
G ang involvement for young people and their families can-

not be separated from the issues of poverty, addiction, 
mental health, lack of resources, access to quality education, 
family violence and a whole lot of other issues. Here are some 
reasons why people might join a gang and the realities that 
come with it.

MONEY:  We all need money to live! And it’s sweet 
to have money to buy things we want. Research shows that 
one of the many reasons people accept gang involvement in 

their lives is that it can offer income to support an individual and their family, especially in communities where 
poverty is a big concern. BUT being a gangster may only go so far in terms of getting cash. When you’re making 
money illegally for yourself or other gang members, the money is hard to hang on to … at least if you’re flipping 
burgers you won’t have to get violent or have your life threatened to get paid.

PROTECTION & FAMILY:  It feels good to have a crew that you can call your 
family and who have your back. And it’s important to have friends that you can be yourself around.  
Research says, “gang involvement can offer an individual many other perceived benefits, including: social accep-
tance, emotional support ... and a sense of ethnic identity outside of the family.”1 BUT  because of the violence and 
rivalry  involved in gangs, people you thought would protect you may turn out to be the ones that hurt you.

The COST of joining a gang  :
•	 Being in a gang usually requires you  

to be violent
•	 If you're in a gang, the places you can go or streets 

you can walk are LIMITED 
•	 Once you’re in a gang it’s really hard to get out 

Is there another way to get what you need? 
Hopefully there is! It’s understandable that being part of a 
gang can be appealing but what is it worth?  The reality is 
that violence is an inevitable result of being in a gang and 
can lead some dangerous situations, including time in prison, 
death, or the people you love getting hurt. 

Local community builder,  

Michael Champagne , says he sees 

H O P E
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Meet me @ the Bell Tower is a weekly gathering  
of people with a common vision to stop violence  

in Winnipeg’s North End community.  
Selkirk Ave @ Powers St, 6:00 pm EVERY Friday. 
Everyone is welcome– come check it out!
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What’s  your  story?
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Ya, I have friends and 

family members in gangs … 
I’ve considered joining. I guess  

people kinda expect me to.

 
My friends say I’m 

good at what I like to do …  
I want to be a  

basketball star 
one day I’ve been 

moved 
all over the 

place!

I have 
a few close friends 

I trust. I know any one 
of them would help me 

if I needed it. 

I want 
to be JUST 
LIKE my big 

brother!

 
People say I’m  
“difficult” but  
I’m really just 

Feeling sad.             

No matter what your story is … You’ve got power! You don’t need to be rich and famous to 
have power. It’s true that other people around you and especially adults and the government have power to 
make decisions that affect you but this does not take away from the power that you possess within yourself 
to make positive changes for yourself. 
You have the power to change your future & to influence those around you.

“Living at home with a 
new family

Not knowing  
who to really be

  
you know my  name,  

not my story”

Excerpt from a poem  
by a youth in care

Power to be a MENTOR – We all need someone to look up to and some-
one to look out for us. Look around your community, your neighborhood or your 
street. Are there young kids hanging around looking for things to do or a place to 
belong? Chances are these younger kids look up to and are watching what you’re 
doing. So the question is: how do you want them to see you?  
By using your power to change your life & making positive choices you are also  
impacting the lives of younger kids around you. 

Being a positive mentor to a younger person in your community might sound weird 
but being a mentor is really about being a role model and a friend to some-
one. You can share your experience with younger kids & help build a strong and 
healthy community in your area.
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